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SDGS4PEACE: 
DEVELOPING A PARTNERSHIP ROADMAP TO SDG 
IMPLEMENTATION IN GREECE
KEY TAKEAWAYS

• The SDGs create an inclusive framework for private sector and civil society (the “third sector”) to design, partner for, 
and carry out sustainability solutions.

• Greece must develop local solutions, not transfer external ideas in hopes of a good outcome.

• More coordination amongst sectors is necessary.

• Trust, both within communities and between communities and authorities, is incredibly important.

SUMMARY

The International Peace Institute and Concordia are preparing a report on the role of the SDGs in developing stable, 
peaceful societies. Greece was selected as a case study in part due to the dual challenges stemming from the economic 
and the refugee crisis. In February, a number of in-person and virtual interviews were conducted with representatives of 
key government ministries, private sector representatives, and civil society actors. This roundtable convened an esteemed 
body of individuals and served as an opportunity to comment on the draft report’s findings and recommendations. For 
many, the session served as a first meeting point between organizations, making it a valuable platform upon which to 
discuss a collaborative way forward. 
 
For many, the SDGs are seen as an inclusive opportunity to rebuild the future. Whereas past national and global 
development plans focused primarily on the role of the government to enact top-down change, the SDGs engage all 
sectors, and are framed in a manner where holistic responses that work towards multiple goals in tandem are most 
successful. This shift was welcomed by the roundtable participants, who believe any implementation will require the 
involvement of civil society, academic institutions, and the private sector alongside the government. However, partnering 
towards SDG implementation will not be easy. Trust -- internally and between institutions and sectors -- was seen as a 
major obstacle in the case of Greece. 
 
According to Scott Weber, President of Interpeace, trust can be developed through co-creation, meaning that the SDGs 
can serve a secondary benefit beyond their immediate societal, climate, economic, and governance goals: they can be 
the vehicle through which trust is restored.The group agreed leadership was necessary, and that it does not necessarily 
need to come from the government. Civil society (both NGOs and academia) can instill citizenship values across Greece, 
creating more individual and collective ownership over the SDGs. Top-down policy pales in comparison to what the Greek 
people could achieve on their own, through their own initiatives. The exception is governance at the municipality level. 
Tying city priorities with local actors and implementing SDGs through local channels seamlessly empowers and improves 
outcomes, and several positive examples of projects at the Athens and Thessaloniki municipality level underscored the 
critical role local governments play in this process.
 
Second to trust restoration was the theme of education. Education must be linked to a career path and seen as a vehicle 
for implementing a number the SDGs, which may require Greek ministries, academic institutions, and the public to 
embrace alternative curriculums. 
 
The roundtable catalyzed participants to further collaborate, and a number of next steps for continued joint efforts 
were identified in the conversation. An immediate next step is achieving cross-sectoral buy-in on an implementation 
plan. The General Secretariat of the Greek Government coordinates the interministerial efforts in this regard, and is 
currently finalizing a national action plan and set of priorities, to which this conversation and subsequent feedback can 
contribute. Nikos Trantas, Head of the Office of Coordination on Institutional, International & European Affairs at the 
General Secretariat of the Greek Government, explained that his office has been collecting the necessary input from the 
different ministries and is looking for ways to involve the academic community. He committed to sharing outcomes at 
their earliest public nature, as the group convened can serve as implementers towards the 2030 Agenda, and all agreed 
that there is no time to lose.


