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This modern concept of a European Union is being tested early in this 21st century. From the impacts of the burgeoning refugee crisis, 
to the rise of populist parties, to the recent British exit from the EU, the future of the Union remains uncertain. While many obstacles to 
overcoming these challenges persist, cross-sector collaboration lends itself to more efficient allocation of resources to address these 
issues and implement viable solutions to achieve global goals.

The Concordia Europe Summit will occur at a pivotal time for the continent, following significant shifts in regional leadership that will 
continue throughout early 2017. As the popular vote has become far less predictable than ever before, upcoming results in Italy, France 
and Germany will have effects not only on citizen populations, but also on universal human rights, global markets, migrant populations, 
and regional investment climates. Concordia believes that public-private partnerships (P3s) have great potential for impact in Europe 
as it works to preserve a modern-day union, qualm a burgeoning refugee crisis, and reignite regional economic growth, while remaining 
on the path to achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. By convening regional leadership to address these challenges 
and formulate practical solutions, Concordia hopes to provide a platform for the exchange of ideas and broker new relationships across 
the public and private sectors.
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WORKING AGENDA: 

Tuesday, June 6, 2017 - Evening Reception for invited guests

8:00pm – 10:00pm Welcome Reception

Wednesday, June 7, 2017 - 9:00am – 6:15pm  

8:00am – 9:00am:  - Registration and Coffee - 
9:00am – 9:30am:  Welcome & Opening Remarks  
    Matthew Swift & Nicholas Logothetis, Co-Founders, Concordia
9:30am – 10:00am: The Future of Europe - Keynote Remarks
10:00am – 10:30am:  - Coffee Break -
10:30am – 12:30pm: Competing Priorities: The Political Economy of the European Union
12:30pm – 1:30pm: - Networking Luncheon -
2:00pm – 3:30pm:  European Action for Sustainability: Investing in Partnerships to Achieve the SDGs
3:30pm – 4:00pm:  - Coffee Break -
4:00pm – 6:00pm:  Shifting Emergency Response to Long-term Solutions for Refugees
6:00pm – 6:15pm:  Closing Remarks

            -------

7:00pm - 9:00pm  Closing Cocktail Reception                  
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PROPOSED SUMMIT SESSION DIRECTIONS: 

Competing Priorities: The Political Economy of the European Union 

The most pressing concerns of the European Union are up for debate, with conflicting priorities of fiscal austerity, refugees, security, 
and the negotiation of Britain’s exit from the bloc competing for urgency. Recent calls have been made to boost fiscal and structural 
policy within European national governments in order to increase the effectiveness of monetary policy and reinforce growth within the 
Eurozone. Britain’s 2016 decision to enact Article 50 has had rippling impact across Europe, leading to fluctuating financial markets, 
reluctant border policy, and an increase of populist movements in Germany, Austria, France and Italy. With the recent results of the 
American elections, added pressures to international monetary policy and regional security will also be discussed within this session as 
regional leadership is seeking clarity from the incoming administration on free trade, climate change, immigration, and commitments 
to NATO.

European Action for Sustainability: Investing in Partnerships to Achieve the SDGs

Sustainable development requires a holistic and cross-sector policy approach to ensure that economic, social and environmental 
challenges are addressed together. The European Union Commission’s answer to the 2030 Agenda will mainstream the SDGs in the 
European policy framework and current Commission priorities and will prepare for the long-term implementation of the SDGs. Cross-
sector investment in the SDGs is critical to achieving goals across the development agenda. From infrastructure to sanitation, and 
education to hunger, there are many investment opportunities for the private sector to both increase profits and contribute to global 
socioeconomic development. According to a 2014 UNCTAD report, developing countries face a $2.5 trillion annual investment gap in key 
sustainable development sectors. Private sector investments can be maximized by collaboration with the public sector to complement 
public funding capabilities, increasing impact and scale. Additionally, the private sector’s role in promoting good governance in business 
practices must not be understated; transparency and accountability are key in maintaining strong relationships between businesses, 
governments, and civil society. This session will seek to identify and prioritize tangible opportunities for investment, while also addressing 
challenges to collaboration to achieve the SDGs.

Shifting Emergency Response to Long-term Solutions for Refugees

As the conflict in Syria approaches its six-year mark in March, staggering amounts of the country’s population has been displaced 
internally, with record numbers fleeing the country across borders. Over one million refugees entered the European Union in 2015 
alone, with numbers set to be even higher in 2016. The protracted nature of the conflict means that temporary, short-term emergency 
response efforts are an insufficient solution to the overwhelming number of families who have been impacted by the crisis. However, 
relief programs of three, six, and twelve month durations still make up the majority of response efforts. It is clear the human toll of the 
Syria crisis must be addressed in the long term. This session will discuss the fundamental recalibration necessary to shift away from 
siloed short-term approaches to holistic strategies that   bridge relief and development needs, maximize efficiencies by incorporating 
private sector perspectives, and values local voices and accountable governance.
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The Uncertain Future of the European Union (Plenary)

Europe faces historic challenges from the east and the south, 
at the same time as internal forces of fragmentation call into 
question the unity and direction of the European Union (EU). 
In the wake of the Brexit referendum, horrific terrorist attacks, 
an unprecedented migration crisis, and a continually sluggish 
economy, the future of Europe is in play. Europe’s leaders must 
provide the vision, strategies, and policies essential to ensure 
Europe can be united, coherent, and strong. 

Participants in this session discussed strategies to hold Europe 
together – or whether it will succumb to the challenges of 
economic stagnation, political fragmentation, and populism. 

The Future of Europe (Strategic Dialogue)

The recent stresses facing the European continent are as varied 
as they are pervasive. From the burgeoning refugee crisis to 
the rise of populist parties to the impending exit of Britain from 
the European Union, the risk of European disintegration is real. 
The first half of 2017 will be a truly pivotal time in Europe, as it 
readjusts to the impacts of the French, German, and American 
elections. This Strategic Dialogue served as a precursor, idea 
incubator, and partnership developer in lead up to the Concordia 
Europe Summit in Spring 2017. The discussion featured agenda 
items that included migration and refugee integration, corruption 
and transparency measures, climate change and energy, trade 
and investment, as well as impact of the Brexit and future of the 
European Union.
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PRIVATE  SECTOR FORUM ON MIGRATION AND REFUGEES

Concordia, Columbia University’s Global Policy Initiative, the International Organization for Migration, and United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, with the support of the Open Society Foundations and Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, 
hosted a series of high-level interactive discussions on the private sector’s role and responsibility in addressing global migration 
challenges and the current refugee crisis. A curated gathering of 200 cross-sector leaders joined this invitation-only forum, which 
culminated in a plenary session. The plenary session issued a Call to Action to all 2,000 Concordia Summit attendees on the need to 
combine efforts and partner across sectors to provide tangible solutions for forced migration. 

SESSIONS:

Keynote Remarks: George Soros on Migration  (Plenary) 

Philanthropy and Forced Displacement (Strategic Dialogue)

Creating Global Connectivity for Refugees (Strategic Dialogue)

The Private Sector’s Role in Refugee Resettlement (Strategic Dialogue)

Innovative Approaches for Skills Matching (Strategic Dialogue)

A Private Investment Model for Refugee Hosting Areas (Strategic Dialogue)

Changing the Narrative: Positive Discourse of Refugees & Migrants (Strategic Dialogue)

The State of Human Mobility (Plenary)
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